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For Ben and his many 

sheds – P.C.



By KAYE UMANSKY
    Illustrated by PIPPA CURNICK
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A dinosaur lives in our shed.

The shed is a tiny bit small.

Not quite enough room for his head

And his bed and his bone and his ball.
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It’s frankly a bit of a squeeze,

But he isn’t the sort to complain.

He’s ever so easy to please.

Just glad to come out of the rain.
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He followed us home from the park.

He clearly had nowhere to go.

It was cold, it was late, it was dark.

We hadn’t the heart to say no.

9781761726989_ADinosaurLivesInOurShed_BLAD.indd   79781761726989_ADinosaurLivesInOurShed_BLAD.indd   7 3/7/2025   12:13 PM3/7/2025   12:13 PM

SCHOLA
STIC



don’t feel you have to stick 
to these shapes! They’re just 

to indicate a vignette and the 
pacing.

We fed him bananas 

	 and bread.

We gave him a bone he could chew;

Some straw for a bed 

	 and a pat on the head

And a comforting cuddle or two. 
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We thought it was great when he ate from the plate.

We wanted to settle him in.

We borrowed some food from the cat, 

The pink stuff that comes in a tin.
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Next morning, we showed 

him the garden.

We once caught him 

eating the flowers.
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He loved getting tickles and cuddles,

	 He listened to stories for hours.
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We went on a trip to the seaside!
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We went for a romp in the wood.

9781761726989_ADinosaurLivesInOurShed_BLAD.indd   149781761726989_ADinosaurLivesInOurShed_BLAD.indd   14 3/7/2025   12:13 PM3/7/2025   12:13 PM

SCHOLA
STIC



And all was okay till that ominous day

When suddenly . . . 
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. . . things weren’t so good.
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He did NOT want to go to the seaside.

He did NOT want the flowers or trees.

He was tearful and sad. We knew it was bad.

He was always so easy to please.
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He scowled when we 

    tried telling stories.

He growled when we 

   tickled his tum.

At last we came up with the answer. 

Of course!
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He was missing his mum!
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“Don’t worry!” we said. 

   “We will find her.

We’ll go out and

    find her right now.”

We both were agreed. We had to succeed.

The only big problem was . . . how?
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We spent the day putting up posters,

in the shops, 

In the park, 
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at the zoo.

“IF THIS ONE IS YOURS, 

WE HAVE FOUND HIM.”

It wasn’t a fun thing to do.

We knew we were going to miss him.

We knew we were in for a weep.

But we had to, you see. He didn’t come free. 

He never was ours to keep.
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We waited 

one day. 

Then another.

Would it work? Would she see? Would she come?
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Would he open his eyes to a lovely surprise? 

Would we track down his dinosaur mum?
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Last night was incredibly foggy.

We thought we heard noises outside.
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The clumping of huge, 

heavy footsteps . . .
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The sound of a gate 

opened wide.
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In the morning our shed was quite empty.

Just a spade and a rake and some air.

A pail past repair and a broken-down chair.

It was like he had never been there.

But at least there is room in the shed . . . 
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Now a unicorn lives there instead!
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For Charlie, Connor 

and Isla – K.U.

For Ben and his many 

sheds – P.C.
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What would you do if a little lost dinosaur 
followed you home from the park?

 
You’d look after him, wouldn’t you?

You’d make him a cosy bed in your shed,

and give him lots of tickles and cuddles.
 

But can you really keep a dinosaur 

for ever?
 

A fabulous, funny story 
about love . . . and letting go.
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