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To the dedicated folks working in schools‚ 
spreading kindness. We see you out there‚ 
making a difference and changing lives.

—S. S.‚ J. C. & B. C. 

To Rosie‚ for all your support and 
the cups of tea

—A. M.
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Meet Dude. 

Dude’s a nice dude. 
(Most of the time.) 

He says “please” 
and “thank you‚” 

 he picks up trash‚

and he’s always cheerful.
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One morning‚ Dude has an idea. 
“Today I’m going to be EXTRA nice‚” Dude decides. 
“In fact‚ I’ll do EVERYTHING nice ALL day long.”

“Look! I even made a plan‚” Dude proclaims. 
“It’s an excellent plan.”
Fizz knows all about Dude and his plans. 
“I’d better help‚” she worries.
But Dude doesn’t hear . . . 

 

He’s out to be nice‚ and nice he’ll be.
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DUDE?

Fizz waddles along‚ trying to catch up. 
“Do you want some tweezers? 
Pliers? A toothpick? To borrow my beak?” 
But Dude doesn’t hear. He’s far too busy being nice.

“Hey‚ WAIT! What’s that? Is it lint? 
Stuck all over that sweater? 
Nobody likes lint all over their sweater.” 
Aha! Dude knows just how to help.
“Picking lint is a pesky job‚” Dude decides. 
“I’ll help with that!” 
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“There. That was nice of me‚” 
Dude decides.

Dude sees his friend. “Is that melty ice cream? 
Dripping down a crunchy cone?” Dude asks. 
Aha! He knows just how to help.

 Fizz hurries after him. 
“Um‚ Dude?” she asks. 
But Dude doesn’t hear.

Fizz dances over to Dude. 
“Ooh‚ ooh‚ can I help 
with that too?”
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DUDE!

“Look‚ Fizz‚ those poor puppies need a walk.” 
Dude hurries ahead. “I’ll help with that!”
Dude’s out to be nice‚ and nice he’ll be.

“There. That was nice of me‚” Dude decides. 
Fizz hurries after him. 
“Um‚ Dude?” she asks. 
But Dude doesn’t hear. 
He’s far too busy being nice.
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“There. That was nice of me‚” Dude decides 
as he untangles himself. “Being extra nice 
feels extra good. How else can I help?”

Dude looks under. 

Dude looks over.

Dude sees a party nearby. 
“Are those flames? On that CAKE?” 
Aha! Dude knows just how to help. 
“Stand back. I’ll help with that!” 
“Dude‚ wait!” Fizz cries. “Those are . . . ” 
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DUDE?

“There. That was nice of me‚” Dude decides. 
“Oh‚ I have an idea. This will be EXTRA nice. 
Here‚ Fizz. I know you love blue.”  
“Dude?” Fizz squeaks‚ beginning to float. 
But Dude doesn’t hear. 
He’s far too busy being nice.

Dude’s out to be nice‚ and nice he’ll be‚ when . . . 

“. . .  birthday candles on a birthday cake.

A WET birthday cake.”
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Duuuuuude!

Dude feels terrible. “I had a plan‚ an excellent plan‚” 
he says in a teeny-tiny voice. “I was just trying to be nice.”  
Just then‚ Fizz cries‚ “Duuuuuuuude . . .”
But Dude doesn’t hear.

Splat! Dude falls flat. 
He peels himself off the ground‚ 
his eyes wide. 
Someone made a slippery mess. 
And he has a sneaking suspicion 
that someone was HIM. 
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Duuuuuuuuuuude!

Dude needs a new plan.

Fizz cries again‚ “Duuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuude . . .” 
Dude spies a tiny speck high in the sky. 
“Fizz‚ what are you doing way up there? 
Do you need help?”
“YEEEEESSSSSSS‚” Fizz cries from far‚ far away.

Dude wants to help.

But Fizz is too far‚ too high‚ and too tiny 
up there in the sky. Besides‚ Dude doesn’t 
have enough arms. And there’s simply 
no time to grow more.
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I’ll help 
with that!

Thanks for 
asking! 

Sure!

We like 
to help!

Let’s make a 
new plan, 

an excellent plan!

“Fizz is in trouble‚” Dude calls out. 
“We need a team‚ a Terrific Team!
Who wants to help?”
One by one by one‚ 
the others volunteer.

They stack friend on top of friend on 
top of friend . . . until they reach Fizz.
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“Thanks‚ everyone. That was nice of us‚” Dude decides. 
“I’ve been thinking . . . Maybe being extra nice 
sometimes means asking for extra help?”

Dude looks all around. 
“Someone should clean up this mess. 
Oh‚ wait! What if we help with that?" 
“I do like to help‚” Fizz says softly. 
“But should we ask if they WANT help?”
“ASK?” Dude considers this for the very first time. 
“Yes‚ asking is nice‚” he agrees.

LF

LF

LF

LF

LF

P
G

U
S

13
31

_U
S

_T
ex

t  
D

ud
e.

B
e 

N
ic

e 
 S

iz
e:

21
5.

9x
27

9.
4m

m
  M

/A
 1

28
G

LF

LF

LF

LF

LF

P
G

U
S

13
31

_U
S

_T
ex

t  
D

ud
e.

B
e 

N
ic

e 
 S

iz
e:

21
5.

9x
27

9.
4m

m
  M

/A
 1

28
G

SCHOLASTICSCHOLASTIC



DUDE!

DUDE!
DUDE!

Can we help 
with that?

Sure!

Can we help 
with that?

Most 
definitely.

“There‚ we cleaned up nicely‚” 
the Terrific Team decides with high fives. 
“Cleaning up is definitely nice‚” they all agree.
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Fizz looks left. She looks right. 
“Dude’s a nice dude‚” Fizz muses. 
“He’s been trying to be EXTRA nice 
ALL day long. That’s why I have an 
EXTRA-nice surprise for him.” 
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“There.” Fizz waddles away. 
“That was nice of me.”
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Meet Dude. 
Dude is the nicest 

dude in town! 
Or so he thinks . . .

One day‚ Dude decides that he wants to do nice things for  
his friends and neighbors all day long. But Dude forgets  
some important parts of what being nice truly means‚  

with less- than-ideal consequences. When he unravels a sweater‚  
frees some dogs‚ and ruins a birthday party‚ Dude needs 

to figure out what it really means to be nice.  
Can Dude and his best friend‚ Fizz‚ save the day before  

Dude makes too big of a mess?
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