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We bake.

We bake pies.

We bake two pies.

Yum, yum.

Let’s Bake

We bake.

We bake bread.

Yum.
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Hello, 

Grandpa!

33

We bake.  

We bake rolls.  

We bake lots of rolls.  

Yum. Yum. Yum. Yum. Yum!

We bake.  

We bake for you.

Scholastic Short Reads Sample



 

Short Reads Fiction40

Summary: A family bakes 
food for Grandpa.

Themes: families, cooking, 
food, grandparents 

Text Features: speech 
bubble, numbered illustrations

Phonics/Spelling: 

• ‘a_e’ pattern (long a): bake

 • number written as a word: 
two

Vocabulary/Grammar/
Punctuation: 

• sentence stem repetition: 
‘We bake’

• word repetition

• greeting: Hello, Grandpa!

 • exclamation marks

High-Frequency Words: 
we, of, you, two

Realistic Fiction
Magenta, Level 1, BR50L

Let’s Bake
    Focus Question: What does it mean to bake something?

PREPARE & READ

• Discuss the pictures and ask who the characters in the story might be.
• Ask students how the title tells them that more than one person is cooking.
• Ask students to read the card.

READ CLOSELY
Setting
The setting is where the story takes place. Where is the setting for this story? 
Does the setting change during the story? 1 –– 4

. . . The setting is a family kitchen for most of the story. It changes at the end 
of the story when the family take the food they made to Grandpa’s house.

Illustrations and Text
Look at the pictures 1, 2 and 3. What are the family doing together? What 
clues from the pictures tell you what is happening? Which words tell you what 
is happening? 1 –– 3

. . . I think the family are baking bread, pies and rolls together. Some picture 
clues tell me this because I can see flour, eggs and a mixing bowl. I also 
see that the father is wearing a chef’s hat. He uses oven gloves to pick up 
the bread. Oven gloves protect your hands from hot things in the kitchen. 
That tells me that the bread, pies and rolls are coming out of a hot oven. The 
words, ‘We bake bread’, ‘We bake pies’ and ‘We bake rolls’ tell me that the 
family bake together.

Text Features: Speech Bubble
Look at picture 4. There are two styles of text on this page. Who says ‘Hello, 
Grandpa!’? How do you know this person is speaking? 4

Make Inferences
Look at the grandfather. How does he feel about the food the family have 
brought him? How can you tell? 4

Words and Phrases in Context
Look again at the sentences. Which word that means ‘delicious’ is repeated 
many times in the story? Why do you think this word was repeated so many 
times? Is there a group of words that was repeated in the story? How did the 
author expand on this basic sentence to make longer sentences? 1 –– 4

. . . The word ‘yum’ was used many times in the story. I think the author did 
this for fun. ‘We bake’ was repeated many times. The author used the same 
group of words again and again, but added different details into the story 
each time: what they baked, and how many of each.

?
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Box 1 Teacher’s Guide 41

DISCUSS

These questions can be used for paired 
discussion. Ask students to use the text to support 
their reasoning. Then, ask them to share their 
conclusions with the group.  

• Why might the family have decided to bake 
some food for their grandfather? (they could be 
celebrating Grandpa’s birthday; they could be giving 
a surprise to Grandpa)

• Do you think the family lives near the grandfather 
or far away from him? (near) What clues help you 
know this? (family wearing the same clothes; didn’t 
bother covering the food to transport it)

• What if the story started each sentence with ‘We 
fried’ or ‘We stirred’? What kind of food would 
they have made for Grandpa?

WRITE

Have students choose either one of the following 
options for writing, or do both.

• Draw a picture of the characters in the story. 
Label your picture.  
(dad, mum, brother, sister, grandpa)  
(Information/Explanation)

• Do you think the family was kind? Why/Why not? 
Complete the following sentence. 
I think the family (was/was not) kind because _____. 
(Opinion)
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Hello, 

Grandpa!
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We bake.  

We bake rolls.  

We bake lots of rolls.  

Yum. Yum. Yum. Yum. Yum!

We bake.  

We bake for you.
Adapted from the story by Alex Ives Box 1 • BR50L ■ Level 1

2

1

We bake.

We bake pies.

We bake two pies.

Yum, yum.

Let’s Bake

We bake.

We bake bread.

Yum.

1

2

3

4
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MY DAY AT THE AIRPORT

The airport was

I saw lots of planes.

These planes were  
all in a line. 

They were moving 
along the runway.

They had just landed.

This big plane  
was landing.

It came down on 
the runway fast.

It slowed down. It 
joined the end of 
the line. It moved 
along the runway.

My Day at the Airport

GREAT!

Recount, 150L    Level 5

SHORT
READS

SR_Box1_ My Day at the Airport.indd   1 5/06/2016   11:59:50 PM
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I saw this big plane 
taking off.

It drove down  
the runway fast. 
Then it got faster 
and faster.

Then it lifted UP in 
the air.

The plane  
went UP and  

UP. It went 
right UP into 
the sky! 

I watched it  
until it was gone.

GREAT!

My auntie and uncle were on that 
plane. I hope they come back soon.  
I will come to meet them. 

The airport is
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Diary
Red, Level 5, 150L

Text Type: Recount

Summary: In these diary 
pages, a boy describes visiting 
the airport to say goodbye to 
his aunt and uncle.

Themes/Ideas: transport; 
illustrated words; airports

Text Features: heading, 
illustrated words, photos, 
suffixes

High-Frequency Words:

• into, it, saw, they, up, was

Vocabulary: 

• airport: a place where 
planes take off and land

• land (verb): to come down 
to the ground

• lift (verb): to move up from 
the ground

• runway: the part of an 
airport where the planes 
take off and land

My Day at the Airport
   Focus Question: What might you see when you go to the airport?

PREPARE & READ

• Discuss what happens at an airport.
• Suggest reasons for visiting an airport.
• Ask students to read the card.

READ CLOSELY

Text Feature
Look at the �rst sentence on the card. Why did the author decorate the word 
great? What effect does this have? 1

Words and Phrases in Context
Look at the �rst photo of an aeroplane. How does the photo help you 
understand the meaning of the word runway? What is a runway? 1

Author’s Language Choices
Look at the second page of the diary. Find the picture of the plane leaving the 
airport. What is special about the way the words fast and up are printed? How 
does this change the way you think about the words? 3 –– 5

. . . The word fast is written in red and it has small lines coming from it. 
These lines make it look like the word is moving quickly. Each time the author 
uses the word faster they also write it a little bit bigger. It makes me think that 
the plane is getting quicker all the time. The word up has the letters moving 
upwards as you read it. The illustrated words make the diary more fun to 
read.

Text Features
Why did the boy cut the last photo into a different shape? Why did he choose 
this shape for the plane �ying away? 4

Make Inferences
How does the boy feel about the airport? What clues show that he enjoyed 
visiting the airport? 1 –– 5

. . . The boy said the airport was great. He described in a lot of detail what 
was happening, which shows he was interested. His diary also says that 
he watched the plane in the sky until it was gone. This shows he was really 
interested in the plane.

?

Short Reads Non-fiction64
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DISCUSS

These questions can be used for paired 
discussion. Ask students to use the text to support 
their reasoning. Then ask them to share their 
conclusions with the group.  

• Which words describe the plane or airport in the 
card? (plane: big, fast; airport: great) How do 
these words help you understand what the boy 
saw or how he feels about these things? 

• Why might the boy have written this diary? How 
would a diary help him remember his day?

• The boy only writes about the planes. What 
other things does he see at the airport? What 
else could he write about in his diary?

WRITE

Have students choose either one of the following 
options for writing, or do both.

• How would the boy who wrote the diary �nish 
these sentences? Use information from the card 
to �nish these sentences: 
   When I �rst arrived ____________________. 
   One of the planes _____________________. 
   Another plane ________________________. 
   I think the airport ______________________. 
(Information/Explanation)

• The boy wrote, “The airport was great!” Write a 
sentence that tells what you think a day at the 
airport would be like and why. Complete the 
sentence below: 
   I think a day at the airport would be ______ 
   because ______________________.  
(Opinion)

BOX 1 Teacher’s Guide

I saw this big plane 
taking off.

It drove down  
the runway fast. 
Then it got faster 
and faster.

Then it lifted UP in 
the air.

The plane  
went UP and  

UP. It went 
right UP into 
the sky! 

I watched it  
until it was gone.

GREAT!

My auntie and uncle were on that 
plane. I hope they come back soon.  
I will come to meet them. 

The airport is
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The airport was

I saw lots of planes.

These planes were  
all in a line. 

They were moving 
along the runway.

They had just landed.

This big plane  
was landing.

It came down on 
the runway fast.

It slowed down. It 
joined the end of 
the line. It moved 
along the runway.

My Day at the Airport

GREAT!
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