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One day, a stork met a fox.

The fox said, ‘Come to  
my house. I make the  
best soup!’

The stork said, ‘I LIKE soup!’

‘Take a sip of my soup,’ 
said the fox.

But the fox was very tricky. 
The soup was in a flat dish.

The stork could not take a sip 
of the soup.

The fox ate all the soup.
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The next day, the stork 
saw the fox.

The stork said, ‘Come to 
my house. I will make 
soup for you.’

The fox said, ‘I LIKE soup!’

‘Take a sip of my soup!’ 
said the stork.

The stork was very tricky 
too. The stork gave the fox 
soup in a long, thin bottle.

The fox could not take a sip. 
The bottle was too long and 
too thin.

The stork ate all the soup!
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Short Reads Fiction70

Summary: A fox tricks a 
stork by serving her soup 
she cannot eat. The next day, 
the stork tricks the fox.

Themes: sharing food, 
physical features of different 
animals, playing tricks

Text Features: title, 
dialogue, illustrations

Phonics/Spelling:

• ‘or’ digraph: stork

• ‘st’ consonant blend: best

• ‘ou’ digraph: house, soup, 
could

• ‘ck’ digraph: tricky

• ‘sh’ digraph: dish

• ‘tt’ digraph: bottle

• ‘a_e’ pattern (long a): 
make, take, gave, ate

Vocabulary/Grammar/
Punctuation:

• dialogue sentence 
structure: the stork said/
said the stork

• verbs related to eating: 
sip, ate

• adverbial submodifier: too 
(two meanings: as well, 
excessively)

High-Frequency Words: 

ate, best, fox, gave, house, 
long, next, saw, take, was

Fable
Blue, Level 11, 260L

The Fox and the Stork
•    Focus Question: What should you do if someone tries to trick you?

PREPARE & READ

• Point out the title. Ask students which words are written in capital letters.
• Ask students to look at the pictures and say how many characters there are.
• Ask students to read the card.

READ CLOSELY

Characters
Look at the pictures and read the story. How are the characters like real 
animals? (they look similar to a real fox and stork) How are they like people? (they 
are dressed in clothes, live in houses and eat soup) 1

Vocabulary: Verbs
On page 1, what doing words (verbs) can you find that have to do with eating? 
What do you do when you sip something? 2

. . . The words ‘sip’ and ‘ate’ relate to eating. When you sip, you take small 
mouthfuls of a liquid, like a drink or soup.

Key Ideas and Details
Why can’t the stork sip the soup the fox made? After tricking the stork, how 
could the fox have helped the stork eat the soup? What does he do? 2  3

. . . The stork can’t sip the soup because her beak doesn’t go far enough 
into the dish. The fox could have helped her by pouring some soup into a 
bottle for her. Instead, the fox eats all the soup himself.

Dialogue
How can you tell which words the characters say? (the words spoken are in 
quotation marks) How can you tell which character says which words? (the 
story has ‘the stork said’ or ‘said the fox’ before or after the words that are spoken)  
1  2  4  5

Make Predictions
When the fox tricks the stork, she responds by playing a trick too. How else 
could the stork have responded? (tell fox how upset she is; become angry)

Make Inferences
How do you think the story would have been different if the fox had served the 
soup to the stork in a bottle? What do you think the stork would have done 
when the fox came to her house the next day? 2  5

. . . The stork would have been able to sip the soup from a bottle. I think that 
the next day she would have given the fox some soup in a flat dish instead of 
tricking him. They would have been able to share their soup properly.

?
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BOX 2 Teacher’s Guide 71

DISCUSS

These questions can be used for paired 
discussion. Ask students to use the text to support 
their reasoning. Then, ask them to share their 
conclusions with the group.

• How do you know the fox and the stork like soup 
a lot? (they both say they like soup; ‘LIKE’ is written 
in capital letters; the exclamation mark shows they 
speak enthusiastically)

• Why do you think the fox played the trick on the 
stork in the first place? After all, he could have 
just eaten all the soup without inviting the stork. 
(wanted to tease the stork; mischievous)

• What do you think would happen if the stork and 
the fox ate soup together again? (they might not 
trick each other again; the fox might bring a dish and 
the stork might bring a bottle; they might laugh about 
the tricks they played on each other)

WRITE

Have students choose either one of the following 
options for writing, or do both.

• Draw the fox and the stork sipping soup 
together. Write a caption. (The fox and the stork sip 
soup). Label the drawing. (stork, fox, bottle, dish) 
(Information/Explanation)

• Do you think the fox and the stork might play 
tricks on each other again one day? Why/Why 
not? Complete the following sentence. 
I think the fox and the stork (will/won’t) play tricks on 
each other again because _____. (Opinion)
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The next day, the stork 
saw the fox.

The stork said, ‘Come to 
my house. I will make 
soup for you.’

The fox said, ‘I LIKE soup!’

‘Take a sip of my soup!’ 
said the stork.

The stork was very tricky 
too. The stork gave the fox 
soup in a long, thin bottle.

The fox could not take a sip. 
The bottle was too long and 
too thin.

The stork ate all the soup!
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One day, a stork met a fox.

The fox said, ‘Come to  
my house. I make the  
best soup!’

The stork said, ‘I LIKE soup!’

‘Take a sip of my soup,’ 
said the fox.

But the fox was very tricky. 
The soup was in a flat dish.

The stork could not take a sip 
of the soup.

The fox ate all the soup.
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Shadows of the Sun
The sun is very large.  

More than a million Earths could fit inside it!

Look at the boy in the 
photo. He’s not really 
bigger than the car 
behind him! It’s just that 
the car is further away.

Look at the cat in the 
window. The parts of the 
cat that face the window 
are light. The other parts 
are dark.

The same thing happens with Earth. Only the part facing 
the sun is light. The other part is dark. 
You know what that means. It’s night-time!

If the sun is always shining,  
why isn’t it always daytime?
The sun only lights up one  
part of Earth at a time. 

So why doesn’t the sun look big? 
The sun is a long way from Earth.  
The further away something is,  
the smaller it looks.

The sun is very far away from us. That’s why it looks small.

Explanation, 360L Level 15

SHADOWS OF THE SUN

SHORT
READS
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While part of Earth has sunrise, the sun is setting somewhere else. 
Look at the map below.  

People live in different places, all around the world . . .

In Darwin, 
Australia, it is 
midday. The 
sun is high in 
the sky.

In Auckland, 
New Zealand, 
some children 
come home 
from school.

In Dallas, USA, 
it is night-time. 
Children are 
getting ready 
for bed.

In London, UK, 
it is very early 
in the morning. 
Many people 
are sleeping.

In Agra, India, 
the sun came 
up about an 
hour ago.

Look at this picture. Earth spins on 
its axis. It turns VERY slowly! As 
Earth spins, the sun’s light falls onto 
different parts. It looks to us as if the 
sun is moving. But really, it is Earth 
that moves. Each part of Earth moves 
into and out of the sun’s light.

DALLAS LONDON AGRA DARWIN AUCKLAND

(February)
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Encyclopedia
Orange, Level 15, 360L

Text Type: Explanation

Summary: This encyclopedia 
article explains how shadows 
are created on Earth by the 
sun. It also explains why some 
parts of Earth are dark while 
other parts are light at the 
same time.

Themes/Ideas: science; the 
sun; Earth; time; daytime and 
night-time; shadows

Text Features: heading, 
subheadings, questions, 
photos, diagrams, labels, map, 
clocks

Vocabulary: 

• midday: middle of the day, 
noon

• setting (sun): the time 
each afternoon that the sun 
seems to disappear below 
the horizon

• shadow: a dark area made 
when an object blocks the 
light

• spin: to turn around in one 
spot

• sunrise: the time each 
morning when the sun can 
first be seen on the horizon

Shadows of the Sun
   Focus Question: How are shadows created on Earth by the sun?

PREPARE & READ

• Discuss why the sun is important to us.
• Discuss how the sun makes shadows.
• Ask students to read the card.

READ CLOSELY

Text Features
Look at the patterns on the yellow text boxes on the first page. Why did the 
author choose this pattern? Why do you think the two photos on the first page 
are inside circular frames? 1  2

Author’s Purpose/Intention
Near each photo on the front of the card is a white text box. What does the 
text inside the white text boxes explain? What is the purpose of the photos of 
the boy and the cat? 1  2

. . . The text near the photo of the boy explains that the car looks small 
compared to the boy. The photo of the boy helps to show that things that are 
far away look smaller—just like the sun in our sky.  The text near the photo 
of the cat explains that only the side of the cat facing the sun is lit up. The 
photo of the cat helps show that when the sun shines on Earth only one side 
of Earth is lit up.

Diagrams
Look at the illustration of Earth at the top of the second page. What is the 
dotted red line meant to be? Is it day or night in Malaysia? Is the sun shining 
brightly in India? What time of day might it be in India? New Zealand is to the 
right of Australia. What time might it be there? 3

Key Ideas and Details
The map of the world and the labels on it show what children are doing at 
one moment all around the world. Why is it night-time in some countries and 
daytime in other countries? Why isn’t it the same time all over the world at the 
same moment? 4

. . . The countries that have night-time are not facing the sun—they are in the 
shade. The countries that have daytime are facing the sun—they are not in 
the shade. It can’t be the same time everywhere at once because the sun 
can’t be shining on every part of Earth at once.

Make Inferences
Look at the photo of the children living in Darwin. What time is it on the clock? 
What might the children be doing? Look at the times in each of the other 
countries. What would you be doing at those times? 4

?
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DISCUSS

These questions can be used for paired 
discussion. Ask students to use the text to support 
their reasoning. Then ask them to share their 
conclusions with the group.  

• Sometimes the sun doesn’t shine brightly even 
during the day. Why does this happen?

• How long do you think it takes for Earth to spin 
around once? (Think about what you see of the 
sun in one day.)

• Which parts of Earth probably get the least 
amount of sunshine overall? (The North Pole and 
the South Pole.)

WRITE

Have students choose either one of the following 
options for writing, or do both.

• Draw a blue circle for Earth and a yellow circle 
for the sun beside it. Use a pencil to shade 
the side of Earth which is not facing the sun. 
Complete these sentences: 
The side of Earth facing the sun __________. 
The side of Earth away from the sun _________. 
(Information/Explanation)

• Complete these sentences: 
My favourite time of day is ____ because _____. 
My favourite time in the evening is ____ because 
______. (Opinion)

Experiment: In a dark room, shine a torch against 
the side of a ball (or globe). Place a sticker on 
your location on the “globe” and demonstrate 
how it slowly moves in and out of the sunlight as 
the globe spins.

BOX 2 Teacher’s Guide

While part of Earth has sunrise, the sun is setting somewhere else. 
Look at the map below.  

People live in different places, all around the world . . .

In Darwin, 
Australia, it is 
midday. The 
sun is high in 
the sky.

In Auckland, 
New Zealand, 
some children 
come home 
from school.

In Dallas, USA, 
it is night-time. 
Children are 
getting ready 
for bed.

In London, UK, 
it is very early 
in the morning. 
Many people 
are sleeping.

In Agra, India, 
the sun came 
up about an 
hour ago.

Look at this picture. Earth spins on 
its axis. It turns VERY slowly! As 
Earth spins, the sun’s light falls onto 
different parts. It looks to us as if the 
sun is moving. But really, it is Earth 
that moves. Each part of Earth moves 
into and out of the sun’s light.

DALLAS LONDON AGRA DARWIN AUCKLAND

(February)

Shadows of the Sun
The sun is very large.  

More than a million Earths could fit inside it!

Look at the boy in the 
photo. He’s not really 
bigger than the car 
behind him! It’s just that 
the car is further away.

Look at the cat in the 
window. The parts of the 
cat that face the window 
are light. The other parts 
are dark.

The same thing happens with Earth. Only the part facing 
the sun is light. The other part is dark. 
You know what that means. It’s night-time!

If the sun is always shining,  
why isn’t it always daytime?
The sun only lights up one  
part of Earth at a time. 

So why doesn’t the sun look big? 
The sun is a long way from Earth.  
The further away something is,  
the smaller it looks.

The sun is very far away from us. That’s why it looks small.
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