Reciprocal Reading

with Into Connectors | Connectors
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What is Reciprocal reading? = . N
Reciprocal reading is scaffolded talk about a text in a' F e . ' « ¥ “
a small group setting that develops comprehension Hidden Life - it
strategies. It may be completed with the teacher, AND THE FuTUre
but often independent of the teacher. —

i
What does it teach? e e
Reciprocal reading has been shown to increase both e S
reading and listening comprehension and has e
demonstrated that students transfer the learning i e o
into other contexts. It teaches predicting, clarifying, S
questioning, and summarising skills, with additional it il o gt v % -
comprehension strategies — giving opinions, making -- - Ay
connections, and visualising. T e 4 we § =

How does it work?

Reciprocal reading encourages students to read, talk and think their way through the text.

Each student is assigned a specific role within the group before reading (within Into Connectors and Connectors,
these are indicated using small icons). When a student's coloured icon appears on a page that student leads
the discussion using the prompts on that page.

Is it effective?

“The original reciprocal teaching model was developed by Palincsar and Brown (1984) *. They found that when
reciprocal teaching was used with a group of students for just fifteen to twenty days, the students' reading on a
comprehension assessment increased from 30 percent to 80 percent.

The students were also able to function more independently in the classroom, were able to summarise verbally,
write contextually accurate summaries, predict questions and detect incongruities in texts. Not only did the
students show these improvements in English and literature, they also improved their test scores in science and

social studies on an average from 20 percent to 50 to 60 percent.”
—Connectors Teacher Resource Book, p54
Palinscar, A.S. and Brown, A.L. (Spring, 1984). Reciprocal Teaching of Comprehension-Fostering and Comprehension-Monitoring Activities. Cognition and Instruction. Vol. 1, No. 2. pp. 117-175.

“Reciprocal reading stimulates children and raises reading standards fast ... Formal classroom trials of
Connectors show students’ reading ages leaping forward by 9.1 months in just 12 weeks. Case studies show

rticular benefits for di van learners.”
particular benefits for disadvantaged learners _Global Education website

https://www.globaled.co.nz/connectors
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@ Into_ Connéctors Connectors

Series 1 (7+ years) Series 1(9+ years)

Series 2 (8+ years) Series 2 (10+ years)

48 nonfiction titles 48 nonfiction titles

18 fiction titles 18 fiction titles

Comprehension strategies: Comprehension strategies:
* Predicting * Predicting * Making connections
¢ Clarifying e Clarifying * Visualising

* Questioning Questioning ¢ Forming opinions
* Summarising e Summarising * Making inferences
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WHY is the reciprocal reading strategy used in Connnectors and Into Connectors so effective?
It's effective because:
e every student in the group has an opportunity to lead the discussion.
discussions are tightly scaffolded with several prompts on each page, to keep students on track.
each book explores a topical issue that gets students thinking and sharing ideas.
graphic organisers at the end of each book assist students to locate, record, and organise information
they have discussed in preparation for writing.

How are Into Connectors NONFICTION books and lessons structured?

Each Into Connectors book has a spread at the front to explain how the book should be used.

What to Do

Choose a face

Remember the colour you have

) PreDICT ()
Think about what is on the page.

If you are the LEADER, follow these steps:

®) ask auesTions (<7

To find out more:

chosen. Say to your group: Say:
“I am looking at this page and I | * “Who has a question to ask
@ @ @ think It Is going to be about . .." | about what you have read?*
Tell your group: Question starters are:

When you see your face on the
Puge, you are the LEADER,

“Read the page to yourself.”

Every Into Connectors
title has 6 discussion
pages (so each
student has the
opportunity to lead
the group once).

Stop signs throughout
the text alert students
to additional
discussion points, or
ask them to reflect on
predictions made
earlier.

When you see this STOP SIGN,
the LEADER reads it aloud.

My predictions
wete rightfwong
Becouse

* “Was there anything else on the
page you didn't understand?”
¢ Read the .T. whiteboard.

You might need:
* to look at the WORD HELP

on pages 20-22;
» Ask to find the
* to look at the LOCATION HELP Lmyguxmgrogm in the
on page 23; WORD HELP on pages 20-22.
* an atlas. Ask them to read the

meaning of the word aloud.

How, Why, When, Where,
What, Who?

- o * Read the I.T. question to the
—— - 2 @ group and let them talk
LT. Talk about words and thelr about it.
¢
This sign is the INVISIBLE Say to your group: n SUMMARISE (%)
TEACHER (L.T.). . *we:;e mmargrmﬂu?u Think about the
When you see the LT. sign, the didn't know how to say? main ideas. )
LEADER reads it aloud. = “Were there any words you
didn’t know the meaning of?”

What we have (maintd)
@ just rea was:

When you get lo pages
16-17, you can talk to a
partner or write and draw
On your own.

| ami tocking at the
phutograph and |

Learning to Live 45
j in Different
Climates

] The climate is very important
- to every living thing. Some
L | climates can provide too much
of one thing, or not enough of
something else. Living things
have to learn how to survive in
the climate they live in.

think lms pq.qe riight
ko about

becouse

In hot deserts, some animals
live underground. An
underground house might
work well for people who live
in hot places. But, in a place
where it rains for months, an
underground house might not
be such a good idea at all.

 Were there any words you didn't
knew how ta say? -
Were thers any words you didn't
know the meaning of? ] -

Wha has o question
to ask about what
we have read?

Let’s check:
climate

What we have
just read was:

CHOLASTIC
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At the end of each Into Connectors nonfiction story there is a targeted dictionary, advice on how
to complete further research on the topic, a location map as well as a relevant graphic organiser activity.

Word Help

Dictionary

carve 1o cut

climate the kind of weather that a place

uszually gets at different imes of
Lhe yeur

alrifix moves yently wleng by water or
air

drought a long time of very dry weather
without rain

environment everything arcaind that
surrgunds a living thing, such
ox 0 persun, animal or plont

explore: Lo look carcfully around a ploce
to learn about It

moisture durnpness

MAnsaen a very heavy wind and rinfall

mummicy e bodivs of people or unimals

from lnng agao that have naot

rotted
provide to give semcething that is
needed
scason one of the four parts of the
yioar known ws winter, spring,
summer and autnmn
topsoil the seil on the top or the
ground that is good for growing
plants
troughs long, norrow open contalners
Word Help
Th us
buried hidden
clings grips, sticks
drips ddribbles, trickles
hardly barely, scarcely
living existing

Do You Need to
Get an Answer?

You could gata . ..

Do You Want to
Find Out More?

You could look in hooks or
on the Inteimet using these
Lewyweorids Lo helporon:

Atgoarng Weserl
vave homes
Easl Khasi Hills

FILOMEU0IL S50

Location Help

The driest place, the wettést place

I

Atacama B
Desert —+M'

i

CHILE f ;

Something to

Too Wel - Too Bry

o ped sndon s

Think About

GO «=S

Living in a wet place

¢

Living in a dry place

A copymaster version of the graphic organiser is provided in the relevant

Teacher’s Guide.

MSCHOLASTIC

Want to find out more? Contact us at scholastic_education@scholastic.com.au | 1800 021 233




What to Do

How are Into Connectors FICTION books and
lessons structured?

Like the nonfiction titles, each fiction book has a spread at the front to
explain how the book should be used. Every book has 6 discussion
pages (so each student has the opportunity to lead the group once).

Stop signs throughout the text alert students to additional discussion
points, or ask them to reflect on predictions made earlier.

If you are the LEADER, follow these steps:

&) (=
Ehbose:afice ) PREDIC B.:ff..t QUESTIONS &)
Remember the colour you have MW"“‘"““‘"“ 39w out mrce:
chosen. S_cty to your group: _ Say:
-, “I am looking at this page and I | * “umahasaqmsﬂanma&t;
@ @ @ @ . @ think it is going to be about . . . about what you have read?
Tell your group: Qu.uesli“';c\_l;nL starters m‘:’h
When you see your face on the “Read the page to yourself.” , Why, When, Where,
R i oo B
. o on to
. - "BCLARIFY <= group and let them talk
LT about It.
Talk Mm;uum
This sign is the INViStaLE Say to your group: 7B SUMMARISE =)
: s S * “Were there any words you Think about who and what the
When you see the LT, sign, the didn't know how to say?" Sy i 3
LEADER reads it aloud. . “Were iy - SRR l
= : didn't know the meaning of?” %
‘When you see this STOP SIGN, ing ,/. o ot poge . _i‘
the LEADER reads it aloud. ol L chaci: |
gt s = “Was there anything else on the
‘You might need: page you didn’t understand?” When you get to page 24,
* to look at the WORD HELP « Read the LT whiteboard, you can talk to a partner
on pages 22-23. . Ask R or write and draw on your
LET'S CHECK word in the ,___
WORD HELP on pages 22-23. (/ \) a0 f L_
Ask them to read the g '
meaning of the word aloud. — u

| am looking at the
(Hustration and | think
this page might be
about .. .

becouse . . .

m‘m thé. somk anﬂ baclt into
her bag.

Were there any words you didn't
knaw how to say? =% [ Who has a question
Were there any words you didn't (6188 toosk obout what
know the meaning of? —_— we have read?

.

v
&
-

My predictions
wre fight/wrong
Let's check: because . ..

- -
1T oo scocped (17,
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Visual Summaries at the end of each Into Connectors FICTION story assist students to retell the story.

Retell the
Story

The main characters
were . . .

This story happened
[+

The first thing that 1
- happened was . . .
y The next thing that
happened was . . .
Do

This problem was
; solved by . . .

The story ended
=\ when...

Word Help

Dictionary
attendant  a worker who helps others
in a public place
crime an activity like stealing,
that is against the law
glared stared with an angry look
fear a feeling that something
bad might happen
form a piece of paper with blank
spaces to fill out
peek to take a gquick look at
something
a rantine a place where people or
Something to animals stay by themselves
. 3 LT org to stop any diseases from
Think About (V) iy ppesind
Main Characters Minor Characters

pped picked up in the palm of

the hand

shatter to break into tiny pieces

smuggle to bring something in a
secret way

smuggler  a person who smuggles

snuffling makes sniffing noises

snuggled curled up in a warm,
comfortable place

stuffy without fresh air

x-ray a special photograph
that shows the inside of
something

Thesaurus

reason cause

shake tremble, shudder

snoozing dozing, napping

=

Action Consequence

Action

Consequence

Action Consequence

PR T —
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At the end of each Into Connectors
FICTION there is a targeted dictionary
and thesaurus, along with a graphic
organiser.

These graphic organisers are also
provided as black and white
copymasters in the accompanying
Teacher’s Guide.
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How are Connectors NONFICTION books and lessons structured?

Eﬂl“"g “IB e Connectors books have 12 story/discussion pages (so each student has
NI A two opportunities to lead the discussion). For this reason each book may
Essaﬂe ﬁ['ﬂss take more than one reading session to complete.

] * A spread at the front of each book explains how discussion should be led.

™
iy
By

bp,, Dy
A lu_.

Piag h*:w:. Zemlemannswas 200

LB - PO N4 e

A'S"l N
ims

‘uﬂaumlfhmmﬂ » B B R
“ﬁmﬂ“*nu b @R A G
\gl‘i““",lwmﬂl ar: :

, f 9‘ l? b !’ '-

Say to your group: When yoi Ask your group if anyone would ke fo ask ~ Now... li'your group what the
ask them if there bwnyﬂrmgﬁw don't a question about what they have read. main ideas are on this page.
“I think this page is going to be about...”  understand.
Say: Say:
e ‘;’" b | s o “Does anyone have a question they would I think this page has been about...”
“Is there anything dnyone doesn't like to ask?”
understand?”

+ whal you already know It could be: = a word

_ » samething someone has read
Tell your group to vead the page silently.

What connections
can you make with Stop signs throughout Connectors nonfiction stories challenge students

different colours the think deeply with respect to: language skills, higher order thinking

stirring up different . . .
e 2 skills and ethical reasoning.
emotions?

for speed?

iasmsl unlnarl and {asies! tlnwnlnad sneeﬂs of

can you make with

any Internet provider — fastcat.com we're fasi

emotions?

Dioes anyone need
to have anything
clarified?
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At the end of each Connectors nonfiction story there is a visual summary, guidance on
completing further related research, a relevant graphic organiser and an index.

Visual Language afolind Us

Getting the
Message Across

Against

Advertising Debates

Advertising Today

Getting the
Massaga Am'uss -,

Graphic organisers from the
student books are also
provided as black and white
copymasters in the
accompanying Teacher’s
Guide.

Want 1o Find Out More?

Try searching in books and on the Internet
using these key words to help vou:

advertising language
advertising layour
colour connotations
handbills

fingles

market research
neon signs

nevss

prinfing press
target audiences

town criers

Something to
Think Atiout

Create an Advertisement

BUSINESS: Selling cool cl
TARGET AUDIENCE: Yol

Getting the.
Massaue Acruss

BUSINESS: ?
TARGET AUDIENCE: ?

Slogan

Image

Brand name

Body text

Getting the Message Across (1)

sheshan,

Geuing the Message Across (2]
barne
.
e
e g
S ————
[ h;ﬂc TABGET RLIDENCE:
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How are Connectors FICTION books and lessons structured?

e Connectors books have 12 story/discussion pages (so each student has two opportunities to lead
the discussion). For this reason each book may take more than one reading session to complete.

* A spread at the front of each book explains how discussion should be lead.

STOP

OPINION
o il il Stop signs throughout Connectors fiction stories challenge students the
was acting responsibly? ' . . . . . .y ]
Why do you think deeply with respect to: language skills, higher order thinking skills
think that? and ethical reasoning.

s

@ [t 3
1F 1 thought Uncle Al had finished i

cmbareassing me. I was wrong. | was coming
ot al s zeliool gates stter sehool when
there wag Uncle Al jumping vp and down
like a puppet. Above his head he was holding
my seooter the one [ hadn’t ridden since 1
Wi X,

Nou don't heave teeateh the bus tonight!” he
shouted. “You can ride your scooter home.” |
wished I eould melt away like au ice cube in
the zun. Should T preteed not to see him and
hop on the hus? No such luck. Lucy Larkins
bad spotted him. “Sam!” she shouted, I
© “There’s that fumry man who stays at vour
house. He's your uncle, isn't he? | pushed
my way over w Uncle Al ~

“T'm not riding that scoorer,” I hissed.

“Noworries,” spid Uncle AL “Ull vide it then.”
And he wis off, weaving down the voad like a
drunken man,

The schnal bus went past wnd beould see
lavghing fages, “Unele Al slow down!”
1 shouted.

But my shouting distracted him, He went
erashing into n beee, The scootor was
mungled and Unele Al was rubhing his head,

s -

“Are you QR L asked. But | think 1
soundee fke.

“Nothing that a ¢hilli smoothic won't fix” = .
laughed Uncle Al a e

My summary of what

W Does anivoni Have
i we have read is ..

question i
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Prompts at the end of each Connectors fiction story assist students to move beyond the text, or explore the
reading-writing link.

Something to

| t N 11

USING DIALOGUE

USING DIALOGUE

Take turns to read aloud some
of the dialogue in the story to
your group or a partner.

Decide together what
purpose it has.

At the end of each Connectors fiction story there is a ‘Some-
thing to think about’ activity and a relevant
graphic organiser.

Dialogue: Vithat the dialogue dees or shows:

TIP: Make tha
dialoa

WRITING DIALOGUE TIP: Make the

Write < dlalow

Sam, the narrator cle d.‘rﬂiogue sound
2 natural. [t should

read like speech.

WRITING DIALOGUE

Write some dialogue between
Sam, the narrator, and Uncle
Al that expands the story.
Your written dialogue should
either give more information
about the two characters,
give more information about
their relationship or move the
plot along.
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